Thirty years ago, feminist historians of labor and the working class easily could identify with proletarian suffragists and communist new women, who precariously teetered between class-based and women's movements. Our research seemed outside of the main narrative of labor history, with its emphasis on the heroic rise of industrial unionism. To some, our focus on gender appeared threatening, as an alternative to, perhaps a substitute for, class analysis.
"across borders, theories and generations."
5 Race and ethnicity, national and transnational issues, representation and political economy, sexualities and abilities: the conference addressed identities, topics, and concerns dominating current research in gender studies as well as labor history. Replacing the old dichotomy, labor history versus women's history, were new ones, predominantly bodies and sexualities versus activism and organizing, as well as consumption versus production.
However, as many recognized, these pairings were not binaries but different directions that could embrace cultural, structural, political, and economic approaches. Thus, clothing, deportment, and representation may do political work, signifying gendered and racialized gendered class, providing the basis for mobilization, or offering strategies for union campaigns. In this issue, we see the organizing work of culture in Laurie B. Green's discussion of representations of African American laundry workers during World War II and Kathleen Barry's study of the double meaning of glamour for postwar fl ight attendants. We also witness the complication of class. Embodying class through gender analysis, widening its framework to encompass household and community, and incorporating ideology not only enrich the category, Alice Kessler-Harris argues in her powerful essay; such a reconfi guration also promises to turn class into a powerful analytic for unifying labor history.
This special issue introduces new terms of analysis and subjects of inquiry, such as indigenousness, disability, and the body, while addressing long-time concerns of feminist labor history -constructions of work and workers, gendered and racialized defi nitions of class, the meaning of difference, and conditions for organizing.
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Many essays ground large themes in those old standbys, the community and/or occupational study. Signifi cantly, the subject of labor history expands. Thus, Aboriginal peoples become workers, not vanishing objects of a preindustrial past, in Paige Raibmon's essay on the transnational movement of hop pickers along the Pacifi c Northwest coast. Raibmon historicizes the workings of globalization, adding a new chapter to the processes of migration. Not only does Raibmon recover Aboriginal women's productive, artistic, reproductive, and representational labor, she also exposes the simultaneous ideological and material appropriation of their work by farmers, tourists, and colonial society. Through ethnographic political economy, we view how consumption -of crafts and portraits -constituted middle-class as well as indigenous identity.
5. We are indebted to Franca Iacovetta, Ruth Percy, and Rick Halpern from the University of Toronto-who jointly organized and administered the conference-for bringing the new scholarship together and making this special issue possible. See the original announcement at www.h-net.org/announce/ show.cgi?ID=146724. The program may be accessed at www.utoronto.ca/csus/alphaprog.htm (accessed February 21, 2006 Groups -Philadelphia, 1910 -1930 The housewife reappears in these essays as essential to the well-being of workingclass communities. Esyllt Jones highlights her role during death and burial in an account of Winnipeg's infl uenza epidemic that further reveals the continuous making and remaking of classed bodies. Working-class feminism emerges in this account as the interrelation "between home and domestic life, economic struggles in the workplace, and political campaigns." The electoral and municipal participation of workingclass women and their advocates recasts standard stories of the political by moving the labors of reproduction and consumption to the center of public life.
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The miner's wife, Nancy Forestell shows, also undertook necessary, though unpaid, care work. She nursed husbands, performed incapacitated men's customary household chores, and stretched budgets. What she could not do is earn wages in towns that reserved the few jobs open to women for miners' daughters, not their wives. In reinterpreting her earlier work on Canada's Porcupine gold mining district through the lens of disability, Forestell further complicates analysis of the family wage. Dangerous labor marked masculinity for an occupational group with disproportionately high levels of disease and injury; the ideology of the male breadwinner reinforced their worth. The support of wives in the union struggle for workmen's compensation became an attempt to maintain the family wage rather than undermine it.
The essays by Laurie Green and Kathleen Barry further advance our understanding of the role of state policy in shaping working-class activism and union organizing. Green's gendering of black workers' quest for jobs and justice in Memphis highlights the self-conscious activity of community networks during World War II as laboring women rejected associations with servitude. Massive federal investment in wartime centers of production facilitated the shift of domestic labor from private households to public venues, such as government hospitals and laundries; fair employment orders provided a vehicle for black women to protest demeaning treatment, including sexual harassment, although their complaints languished amid the interstices of weak federal enforcement and a resistant localism. By suggesting that women's militancy encouraged men's, this history contextualizes the 1968 claim of striking Memphis sanitation workers, "I AM A MAN." Green's story of wartime protest contrasts with the pink-collar activism of postwar fl ight attendants, who had to labor hard to seem to be not working at reconstructing themselves into glamorous icons of white femininity. "Stewardesses" fought for state recognition of their skill and against sexual objectifi cation by the carriers as well as the general public. Barry not only provides fl ight attendant activism a longer history than previously thought, she also illuminates the complexity of the service relationship itself.
Such case studies enhance the meaning of class. In turn, Alice Kessler-Harris boldly intervenes on its side in the intellectual identity wars that mark our time. By historicizing how the hostile political economy of the 1970s and 1980s, with the breakdown of the family wage, dissipation of organized labor, and divisions among working people, discredited the idea of class, she contextualizes the explanatory move to race, gender, religious, and other identities. But her understanding of class -like that of the other contributors -is not your father's. It is a class reconfi gured through gender, consumption, nation, sexuality, household, and cultural community. While refusing to reduce class to a mere identity, Kessler-Harris nonetheless sees it shaped by the structural work of identities, the power relations within households, and the regulation of sexuality. This reconfi gured gendered understanding of class/citizenship illuminates globalization in terms of migrations of people and not merely fl ows of capital. For questions of poverty, welfare states, and global traffi cking in women's labors, she asks us to "imagine" gender with class as we "have learned to think about gender as a racialized construct."
Finally, these essays remind us that the practice of labor history refl ects not only intellectual trends but also the direction of the labor movement itself. During the past two decades, in service sectors once dismissed as unorganizable, such as child and home care, hospitals and nursing homes, adult entertainment and sex workers, and hotel cleaning and janitorial services, a working class that is more female, nonwhite, and immigrant became the face of a vibrant unionism. The renewed struggle against global capitalism and free trade, the fi ght for corporate accountability through the antisweatshop movement, and living-wage campaigns further reinvigorated the union idea. Although it is too early to assess whether the "Change to Win" unions will succeed in enhancing union density, eulogies for the labor movement -and labor history -appear premature. It is now time to move beyond lament, re-imagining the subjects of labor history and constructing a narrative for our times.
